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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 17-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite forfaiting to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding to claim 17, the claim defines both a method and an apparatus. Thus, 
the claim as a whole is neither a definition of a method nor of an apparatus but is 
instead a hybrid of the two. Therefore, it does not define the invention in the manner 
contemplated by the second sentence of 35 U.S.C. Sec. 112 (see In re Oakley, 1935 
CD. 198, 454 O.G. 536, 73 F.2d 934, 24 USPQ 75). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
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directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 17-19, 45, 46, 48-50, 53, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Momirov (US Patent 6,216,167 B1). 

Regarding to claim 17, Momirov discloses a multi-service segmentation and 
reassembly (MS-SAR) integrated circuit 410 capable of processing a flow received from 
a switch fabric 450 (fig. 4 col. 6 lines 25) in accordance with a first egress application 
type or in accordance with a second egress application type (fig. 8 col. 9 lines 51-63; 
the flow is process by determining if it a unicast flow or multicast flow), an indication of 
an application type being present in the flow as the flow is received onto the MS-SAR 
(fig. 8 col. 9 lines 56-58), the MS-SAR locating the indication and if the indication 
indicates the first egress application type then the MS-SAR processes the flow in 
accordance with the first egress application type, but if the indication indicates the 
second egress application type then the MS-SAR processes the flow in accordance with 
the second egress application type (fig. 8. col. 9 lines 59-67; the flow if forwarded to the 
appropriated PID based on the determination in the header of the flow). 

Regarding to claim 18, Momirov discloses the flow is received on the MS-SAR in 
the form of a switch cell, the switch cell including a switch header, the indication of an 
application type being a plurality of bits in the switch header (col. 9 lines 55-58). 

Regarding to claim 19, Momirov discloses the flow is received from one of a 
plurality of input ports, each of the plurality of input pods having a port identification 
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number (port ID), the MS-SAR having, for each of the plurality of input ports, access to 
locating information on where in a flow received on that input port the indication of 
application type would be located, the MS-SAR using the port ID of a flow to access the 
locating information, the MS-SAR using the locating information to locate in the flow the 
indication of application type (fig. 8 col. 9 lines 51-67). 

Regarding to claims 45 and 53, Momirov discloses a switching device 400, 
comprising an ingress device 410 that performs a lookup operation on a flow, 
determines a selected egress application type (unicast or multicast type) associated 
with the flow, and embeds in the flow (header of the flow) an indication of the selected 
egress application type, the selected egress application type being one of a plurality of 
egress application types (fig. 5 col. 9 lines 1-17); an egress device 410 capable of 
performing egress processing in accordance with any one of the plurality of egress 
application types, the egress device receiving the flow, locating the embedded 
indication in the flow, and using the embedded indication to determine the selected 
egress application type, the egress device then egress processing the flow in 
accordance with the selected egress application type (fig. 8 col. 9 lines 51-67); and a 
switch fabric 450 through which the flow passes from the ingress device to the egress 
device (fig. 4 col. 6 lines 19-25). 

Regarding to claim 46, Momirov discloses the ingress device is a first integrated 
circuit and wherein the egress device is a second integrated circuit, the first and second 
integrated circuits being substantially identical (col. 8 lines 5-10). 
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Regarding to claim 48, Momirov discloses the flow comprises a switch cell, 
wherein the egress device locates the embedded indication by reading a predetermined 
part (header) of the switch cell (col. 9 lines 55-58). 

Regarding to claim 49, Momirov discloses the flow comprises a switch packet, 
wherein the egress device locates the embedded indication by reading a predetermined 
part (header) of the switch packet (col. 9 lines 55-58; noted the terms cell and packet 
are interpreted by the examiner to be the same thing). 

Regarding to claims 50 and 54, Momirov discloses the egress device receives 
the flow on one of a plurality of logical input ports, the logical input port upon which the 
flow is received having a port identification number (PID), the egress device using the 
PID to locate the embedded indication in the flow (col. 9 lines 58-67). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 47, 51 , and 52 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claim 55 and 56 allowed. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due T. Duong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3122. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00 AM-5:00 PM). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ricky Q. Ngo can be reached on 571-272-3139. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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